May 17, 2026
The 7" Sunday of Easter

CHORAL EVENSONG
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine



St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people.

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this
community in Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and
serving community which is open to all.

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community.

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.

Worship

Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion — said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),

4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If you can’t
attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or through the
livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca

Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact

is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact the church office at the above email address.

You are very welcome here. We don't always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like.

Assisting with this afternoon’s liturgy

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music: Quartet
Preacher: Melanie lhmels Ryan Qu, Organist
Welcomer: Ava Gregorian Streaming Technician: Vanessa Whyte

Reader: Karen Coverett

A note about language

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder — realising that any language about
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of
God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the beauty of the words
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words.

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you can do
so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in the book
stand which can make your gifts tax efficient. Alternatively, you can scan this QR code
which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also conveniently use our tap
machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden door entrance, or the bank
machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available at the office. Envelopes for
regular giving are available from the church office.

Donations may be emailed to givings@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca If you are a new donor and
wish a tax receipt, please include your mailing address in the comment section.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
Please stand as you are able.

Prelude

The choir may sing an Introit.
The officiant gives a short welcome.

Please stand as you are able.

The Responses

Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.
Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.)

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm.
Psalm 47

1 Clap your hands together, all ye people * O sing unto God with the voice of melody.
2 For the Lord is high, and to be feared * he is the great King upon all the earth.

3 He shall subdue the people under us * and the nations under our feet.

4 He shall choose out an heritage for us * even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved.
5 God is gone up with a merry noise * and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet.

6 O sing praises, sing praises unto our God * O sing praises, sing praises unto our King.
7 For God is the King of all the earth * sing ye praises with understanding.

8 God reigneth over the heathen * God sitteth upon his holy seat.

9 The princes of the people are joined unto the people of the God of Abraham * for
God, which is very high exalted, doth defend the earth, as it were with a shield.

Please stand as you are able for the Gloria Patri:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.



Please be seated.
First Lesson 2 Samuel 23:1-5

These are the last words of David:

“The inspired utterance of David son of Jesse, the utterance of the man exalted by the
Most High, the man anointed by the God of Jacob, the hero of Israel’s songs:

“The Spirit of the LorD spoke through me; his word was on my tongue. The God of
Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me: “When one rules over people in
righteousness, when he rules in the fear of God, he is like the light of morning at
sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the brightness after rain that brings grass from
the earth.’

“If my house were not right with God, surely he would not have made with me an
everlasting covenant, arranged and secured in every part; surely he would not bring
to fruition my salvation and grant me my every desire.

Please stand as you are able.

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55 Music: Fauxbourdons — Sydney Nicholson (1875-1947)
MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy
is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty
from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek. He hath filled the hungry with
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen
his servant Israel; As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.
Second Lesson Ephesians 1:15-23

For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all God’s people, | have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty
strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.



Please stand as you are able.
Nunc Dimittis Text: Luke 2:29-32 Music: Fauxbourdons — Sydney Nicholson (1875-1947)

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To
be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All:

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into
hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the
Life everlasting. Amen.

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:

The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer.

Choir:

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;

And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King;

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;

And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;

And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



1%t Collect, of the day:
O GOD, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but
send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither
our Saviour Christ is gone before; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

2" Collect, for Peace:
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

3" Collect, for Aid Against All Perils:
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Please be seated.
Anthem
(sung by the choir)

Viri Galilaei, quid statis [admiramini] aspicientes in coelum?
Hic Jesus, qui assumptus est a vobis in coelum,
sic veniet guemadmodum vidistis eum euntem in coelum. Alleluia.

Ye men of Galilee, why stand [wonder] ye gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. Alleluia.

Text: Acts 1:11
Music: Dulos Couillart (fl.1534)

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference.
Intercessions



Please stand as you are able.

Hymn (CP 378) Text: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) and Godfrey Thring (1823-1903), alt.

Music: DIADEMATA, Melody - George Job Elvey (1816-1893).
All rights reserved. Used under Onelicense.net # A-719605.
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1. Crown him with many crowns, 3. Crown him the Lord of peace,
the Lamb upon his throne: whose power a sceptre sways
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
all music but its own! absorbed in prayer and praise.
Awake, my soul, and sing His reign shall know no end;
of him who died for thee, and round his pierced feet
and hail him as thy matchless King fair flowers of paradise extend
through all eternity. their fragrance ever sweet.

2. Crown him the Lord of life, 4. Crown him the Lord of love;
who triumphed o’er the grave, behold his hands and side,
and rose victorious in the strife rich wounds yet visible above,
for those he came to save. in beauty gloried.
His glories now we sing All hail, Redeemer, hail!
who died and rose on high, for thou hast died for me;
who died eternal life to bring, thy praise shall never, never fail
and lives that death may die. throughout eternity.

Please be seated.
Sermon



Please stand as you are able.

Hymn (CP 374) Text: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898).
Music: HYFrYDOL, Rowland Huw Pritchard (1811-1887).
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1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! 3. Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
His the sceptre, his the throne; thou on earth our food, our stay;
alleluia! his the triumph, alleluia! here the sinful
his the victory alone. flee to thee from day to day;
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
thunder like a mighty flood; earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,
Jesus, out of every nation, where the songs of all the sinless
hath redeemed us by his blood. sweep across the crystal sea.
2. Alleluia! Not as orphans 4. Alleluia! King eternal,
are we left in sorrow now; thee the Lord of lords we own;
alleluia! he is near us, alleluia! born of Mary,
faith believes, nor questions how. earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne.
Though the cloud from sight received him, Thou within the veil hast entered,
when the forty days were o’er, robed in flesh, our great high priest;
shall our hearts forget his promise, thou on earth both priest and victim
“I am with you evermore”? in the eucharistic feast.

5. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!
His the sceptre, his the throne;
alleluia! his the triumph,
his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus, out of every nation,
hath redeemed us by his blood.

The Blessing or Grace

Please be seated.
Organ Voluntary
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