
 

 

 

 

 
 

November 9, 2025 

The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  
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St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community in Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history 
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for 
prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are 
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship  
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion – said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),  
4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If 
you can’t attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or 
through the livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording. 

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please 
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with this afternoon’s Liturgy 
Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music: A Quartet of Singers 
Welcomer: Bill Williamson  David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Reader: Karen Coverett   
  

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language 
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in 
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our 
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the 
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cover Image: David Stratkauskas 

 

  

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you 

can do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in 

the book stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this 

QR code which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also 

conveniently use our tap machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden 

door entrance, or the bank machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available 

at the office. Envelopes for regular giving are available from the church office. 
 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Please stand as the clergy enter.  

Prelude   
The choir may sing an Introit. 
 
The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Katherine Burk Webb (b.1990) 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 
 
Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    40:1-7 

1  I waited patiently for the Lord * and he inclined unto me, and heard my calling. 
2  He brought me also out of the horrible pit, out of the mire and clay * and set my feet 
upon the rock, and ordered my goings. 
3  And he hath put a new song in my mouth * even a thanksgiving unto our God. 
4  Many shall see it, and fear * and shall put their trust in the Lord. 
5  Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in the Lord * and turned not unto the proud, 
and to such as go about with lies. 
6  O Lord my God, great are the wondrous works which thou hast done, like as be also thy 
thoughts which are to us-ward * and yet there is no man that ordereth them unto thee. 
7  If I should declare them, and speak of them * they should be more than I am able to 
express. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Lesson    1 Kings 3:1-15 

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter and 

brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of 

the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem. The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, 

because no house had yet been built for the name of the Lord. 
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Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered 

incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal 

high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord 

appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ And 

Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because 

he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; 

and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 

David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant 

is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be 

numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, 

able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, 

and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked 

for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give 

you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall 

arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour all your life; no 

other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 

commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.’ 

Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem, where he stood before the ark 

of the covenant of the Lord. He offered up burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being, and 

provided a feast for all his servants. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55  Music: Dorian - Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy 
is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with 
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Second Lesson Romans 8:31-end 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
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‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32  Music: Dorian - Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 
 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The 
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
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 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day:  
O God, whose blessed Son was manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant us, we beseech thee, that, having 
this hope, we may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that, when he shall appear again with 
power and great glory, we may be made like unto him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth ever, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem (sung by the choir) 

  Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; 
Shut not thy merciful ears unto our pray'rs; 
But spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty. 
O holy and most merciful Saviour, 
Thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
Suffer us not at our last hour, 
For any pains of death to fall away from Thee. 

Text: The Funeral Sentences 
Music: Henry Purcell (1654-1695) 

 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 
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Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 472) Text: Robert Dobbie (1901-1995), alt. © Estate of Robert Dobie. 

 Music:MAGDA, Ralph Vaughan Williams (872-1958). © Oxford University Press. 

 Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

 

1. Eternal God, Lord of all space and time,  
the source of truth and righteousness and grace,  
we thank thee that thy majesty sublime  
thou dost reveal in every human face. 

2. We thank thee, Lord, for love’s deep fount of joy,  
for inward peace that never can be told,  
for comradeship no changes can destroy,  
for faith and hope that all our days enfold. 

3. For love uniquely makes us one with thee,  
remoulding us according to thy will,  
enabling us in true humanity  
the purpose of thy kingdom to fulfil. 

4. Fixed deeper than the source of human strife,  
may we in love a steadfast anchor find;  
do thou, unchanging through the stress of life,  
to thine own love our hearts forever bind. 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn (CP 628) Text: Latin (O amor quam, 15th cent.); tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885).

 Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Melody – Trier MS (15th cent.); adapt. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621 

 
1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high!  

It fills the heart with ecstasy,  
that God, the Son of God, should take  
our mortal form for mortals’ sake. 

4. For us he prayed, for us he taught,  
for us his daily works he wrought;  
by words and signs, and actions, thus  
still seeking not himself but us. 

2. God sent no angel to our race,  
of high or of lower place,  
but wore the robe of human frame  
for us, and to this lost world came. 

5. For us by wickedness betrayed,  
scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed, he 
bore the shameful cross and death;  
for us at length gave up his breath. 

3. For us he was baptized, and bore  
his holy fast, and hungered sore;  
for us temptations sharp he knew;  
for us the tempter overthrew. 

6. For us he rose from death again,  
for us he went on high to reign,  
for us he sent his Spirit here  
to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

7. To God whose boundless love has won  
salvation for us through the Son,  
to God the Father, glory be  
both now and through eternity. 

 

The Blessing or Grace 

Organ Voluntary   

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine   
(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169      
stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD 

 


