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Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for 
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum 
Reader: Bob MacDonald 
Safety Officer: Carol Denton 
Music:  Quartet of Choral Scholars; David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 
 
Front Cover: Hydrangeas in Memorial Garden of St. John the Divine 
Photo by Susanna Peterson 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 
Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses    

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 
Psalm    98 

1  O sing unto the Lord a new song * 
 for he hath done marvellous things. 
2  With his own right hand, and with his holy arm * 
 hath he gotten himself the victory. 
3  The Lord declared his salvation * 
 his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 
4  He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of Israel * 
 and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation of our God. 
5  Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands * 
 sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 
6  Praise the Lord upon the harp * 
 sing to the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving. 
7  With trumpets also, and shawms * 
 O shew yourselves joyful before the Lord the King. 
8  Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is * 
 the round world, and they that dwell therein. 
9  Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills be joyful together before the Lord * 
 for he is come to judge the earth. 
10  With righteousness shall he judge the world * 
 and the people with equity. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Daniel 6:1-23 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, stationed 
throughout the whole kingdom, and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to 
these the satraps gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss. Soon Daniel 
distinguished himself above all the other presidents and satraps because an excellent 
spirit was in him, and the king planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom. So the 
presidents and the satraps tried to find grounds for complaint against Daniel in 
connection with the kingdom. But they could find no grounds for complaint or any 
corruption, because he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption could be found in 
him. The men said, ‘We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless 
we find it in connection with the law of his God.’ 

So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, ‘O King 
Darius, live for ever! All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 
counsellors and the governors, are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance 
and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, 
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. Now, O king, establish the 
interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.’ Therefore King Darius signed the 
document and interdict. 

Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his 
house, which had windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to get down 
on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done 
previously. The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his 
God. Then they approached the king and said concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did you 
not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty 
days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?’ The king answered, ‘The 
thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 
revoked.’ Then they responded to the king, ‘Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no 
attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers 
three times a day.’ 

When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to 
save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. Then the 
conspirators came to the king and said to him, ‘Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes 
and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.’ 

Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of 
lions. The king said to Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!’ A 
stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own 
signet and with the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning 
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Daniel. Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought 
to him, and sleep fled from him. 

Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he came near 
the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, ‘O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the 
lions?’ Daniel then said to the king, ‘O king, live for ever! My God sent his angel and shut 
the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless before 
him; and also before you, O king, I have done no wrong.’ Then the king was exceedingly 
glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out 
of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), Short Service 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson Mark 15:46—16:8 

Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen 
cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone 
against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where 
the body was laid. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first 
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to 
one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When 
they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 
back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 
on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 
Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and 
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Thomas Tallis 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
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 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver 
us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know thy 
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 
steps in the way that leadeth to eternal life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

  



 8 

Anthem    Text: Angelus autem Domini. Music: L. Anerio,  

Please be seated while the choir sings the anthem. 

: 

Angelus autem Domini descendit de coelo, et accedens revolvit lapidem, et super eum 
sedit, et dixit mulieribus: Nolite timere, scio enim quia crucifixum quaeritis: Jam 
resurrexit: venite et videte locum, ubi positus erat Dominus, Alleluja. 

And an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and coming, rolled back the stone, and 
sat upon it, and said to the women: Fear not, for I know that you seek the crucified one: 
He has already risen. Come and see the place where the Lord was laid. 
 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 239) Text: Christian Furchtegott Gellert (1715-1769); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897), alt..   

 Music: ST. ALBINUS, Henry John Gaunlett (1805-1876). 
 

. Jesus lives! Thy terrors now  
 can no more, O death, appal us.  
Jesus lives! By this we know thou,  
 O grave, canst not enthral us.  
  Alleluia! 

 Jesus lives! Henceforth is death  
 but the gate of life immortal;  
this shall calm our trembling breath  
 when we pass its gloomy portal.  
  Alleluia! 

 Jesus lives! For us he died;  
 then, alone to Jesus living,  
pure in heart may we abide,  
 glory to our Saviour giving.  
  Alleluia! 

 Jesus lives! Our hearts know well  
 nought from us his love shall sever;  
life, nor death, nor powers of hell  
 tear us from his keeping ever.  
  Alleluia! 

 . 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon  

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (NEH 103) Text: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885).  Music: EBENEZER Thomas J. Williams (1869-1944). 

Alleluya! Alleluya!  
 Hearts to heaven and voices raise;  
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,  
 Sing to God a hymn of praise;  
He who on the Cross a victim  
 For the world’s salvation bled,  
Jesus Christ, the King of glory,  
 Now is risen from the dead. 

Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits  
 Of the holy harvest field,  
Which will all its full abundance  
 At his second coming yield;  
Then the golden ears of harvest  
 Will their heads before him wave,  
Ripened by his glorious sunshine  
 From the furrows of the grave. 

Christ is risen, we are risen;  
 Shed upon us heavenly grace,  
Rain, and dew, and gleams of glory  
 From the brightness of thy face;  
That we, Lord, with hearts in heaven  
 Here on earth may fruitful be,  
And by angel-hands be gathered,  
 And be ever safe with thee. 

Alleluya! Alleluya!  
 Glory be to God on high;  
To the Father, and the Saviour,  
 Who has gained the victory,  
Glory to the Holy Spirit,  
 Fount of love and sanctity;  
Alleluya! Alleluya!  
 To the Triune Majesty. Amen. 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  
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