L

=
-/l ANGLICAN DIOCESE

The Anglican Church of
} St John The Divine |
OF ISLANDS AND INLETS

RENEWED HEARTS, RENEWED SPIRITS, RENEWED PEOPLE

Thanksgiving 2019

Dear Friends,

“I thank my God every time | remember you, constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in
the gospel from the first day until now.” Philippians 1.3-5

Paul says it better than me. My greatest thanksgiving this year, as
often, is for each one of you who make up this amazing, compassionate,
dedicated, Christ-following community. Last year at this time | wrote
pretty much a manifesto for the coming year, this year | want to keep it
simple —and encourage us all to celebrate, and re-dedicate ourselves to, our community of faith, hope,
and love at St. John The Divine.

Growth and Grace

We have seen in this past year some new members who are already active in service and faithful in
prayer at St. John’s, | am glad for the energy and love which they bring and share. We are considering our
worship pattern through the week, and wondering about the viability of a new Sunday evening service
once a month, we continue to have a hard-working and creative staff, generous clergy and ministers,
dedicated pastoral team, prayer ministries, healing ministry, and those who take careful thought for our
governance, administration and finances. We are blessed.

We, as I've said before, have an abundance — of time, talent and treasure. We
have many who give generously of themselves and what they have to perform
and to support the mission and ministry of the church, here and beyond our
walls. Thank you! We continue to grow as an expansive and generous
community — a giving, outward looking people and it is exciting to have the
privilege of leading such a community.

Strategy and stewardship

| am grateful for those, our Treasurer David, and the Finance Group, who in partnership with our wardens
continue to carefully explain and account for the finances of our church. Our strategic plan, as passed
overwhelmingly at Vestry, is being reworked into priorities which the budget and the ongoing work of
planning can take into account. We are considering moving towards a fundraising campaign in
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partnership with our Diocese under the banner of ‘Transforming Futures’ and careful thought is being
given to what that would mean and what we would be aiming for. We seek to be a Church that is
embedded with love and service in our local downtown community — with all of the difficulties and
opportunities that offers.

The Nitty-Gritty

As we undertake to live into our vision to be and to have ‘A heart for Victoria’ we realize that to continue
with all that we undertake, and to move into new ways of being and doing Christian Disciples, we need
your support — financial, and in terms of your time, gifts and energy. | recently read a piece by Erin
Wathen on the Patheos Progressive website that talked about volunteerism, and says’
“You cannot volunteer at your own church, in the same way you cannot babysit your own kid.
Because the church belongs to you in the same way your family does. It’s your own place, your
own people. So of course you help take care of it.”
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/irreverin/2017/04/church-not-need-volunteers/

St. John's feels to most of us, | hope, that we belong here, we belong together. If we wish to continue to
grow as community, we all need to give — our prayers, our money, our time, our energy, our wisdom, our
presence; whatever it is we are able to offer. As we come to the end of the year we consider our giving,
and | would ask that you consider how we might continue on our path of growth, and sustain our many
ministries. Out of our gratitude for all that our community gives, please consider your thanksgiving gift
and your ongoing support for St. John’s. It isn’t often | have been bold in saying that we need money, but
here | am, and we do, money given to allow us to pay staff, cover costs, and invest in all that we do now,
and all we hope to do in our shared future. Pray, and prayerfully give as you are able.

| continue, day by day, to give thanks for the life of this community, and for all of you, as | continue to be
energized, enthused, and refreshed just by being a part of St. John’s. My thanks again to you all, for
being and for continuing to build a spiritual community with a heart for justice and for change.

Happy Thanksgiving to you all!

With thanks for our partnership in the Gospel,

Alastair
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An Updated Calendar of Events for Fall 2019

(please watch the weekly leaflets for further details and updates)

Regular services (unless otherwise noted):

Communion at 8:00 am (BCP); 10:00 am (BAS) Parish Eucharist
Laying-on-of-Hands for Healing each week after the 8:00 am service and
during communion at the 10:00 am service;

Evensong is the 1%t Sunday of each month at 7:30 pm

37 Sunday Service each month at 6:00 pm - NEW

Garden Eucharist every Monday at 1:00 pm in the Memorial Garden - NEW
Holy Communion every Wednesday at 7:45 am followed by breakfast;
Meditative Eucharist every Thursday 12:10-12:50 pm

Out of the Rain Youth Shelter (October 15 through April 15)
Sunday and Tuesday nights (sponsored by Beacon Services)
Monday nights (sponsored by St. John’s Church)

Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30 9:30 am Sermon Circle

12:00 noon  Art & Soul Drop-In Group
Oct. 11, 18 10:00 am Food Bank
Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 11:45 pm  Sunday Reflections
Oct. 6 7:30 pm Evensong
Oct. 7, 21, 28 2:00 pm  Book Study
Oct. 7,21 4:00 pm Living Presence Meditation
Oct. 8§, 22 10:00 am Food Bank
Oct. 11 5:30 pm  Diviners Walking Group “Uplands Park — Willows Beach”
Oct. 14 The Office is closed for Thanksgiving.
Oct. 15 7:00 pm  Parish Council

7:00 pm  Alliance Club Cooking

Oct. 16 1:30 pm  The Divine Knitters — please note change of day for this week
Oct. 17 7:00 pm  Reel Thought Movie Night — please note change of day for this month
Oct. 18 5:30 pm  Diviners Walking Group “Quick’s Bottom — Joe's Trail”
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Friday Oct. 25 6:30-8:00 pm  kidspace — multi-church children’s ministry

Monday Oct. 28 1:30 pm  St. John’s Knitters

Wednesday Oct. 30 6:00 pm  Generous Space

November

Fridays Nov. 1, 8, 15, 29 10:00 am Food Bank

Saturday Nov. 2 Clocks Fall Back one hour

Sunday Nov. 3 All Saints celebrated in the morning
7:30 pm  Evensong — All Souls remembered

Sundays Nov. 3, 10, 24 11:45 am Sunday Reflections

Mondays Nov. 4, 18 4:00 pm  Living Presence Meditation

Mondays Nov. 4, 18, 25 2:00 pm  Book Study

Tuesdays Nov. 5, 19 10:00 am  Food Bank

Wednesdays Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27 9:30am  Sermon Circle
12 Noon  Art & Soul Drop-In Group
7:00 pm  Discussion re End of Life

Monday Nov. 11 The office is closed for Remembrance Day
Tuesday Nov. 12 2:00 pm  ACW Meeting
Sunday Nov. 17 2:00 pm  PFLAG
Tuesday Nov. 19 7:00 pm  Parish Council
7:00 pm  Alliance Club Cooking
Wednesday Nov. 20 7:00 pm  Reel Thought Movie Night
Friday Nov. 22 6:30-8:00 pm  kidspace — multi-church children’s ministry
Sunday Nov. 24 7:30 pm  Victoria Baroque Players Concert - “Glory in the Highest”
with St. John’s Chamber Singers
Monday Nov. 25 1:30 pm  St. John’s Knitters
Wednesday Nov. 27 6:00 pm  Generous Space
December

First Sunday in Advent
Sunday Dec. 1 7:30 pm  Advent Procession Service
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